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INTRODUCTION 
This handbook was compiled to help librarians deal with censorship. 
It is essential that libraries have written policies and established 
procedures, and we hope that the following materials facilitate that 
preparation. 
We thank the Kentucky Library Association for allowing us to use 
materials from their excellent Manu a I and the American Library 
Association for use of their published materials. 
ROLE OF THE MLAIUEMA 
INTELLECTUAL FREEDOM COMMITTEE 
The charge of the Intellectual Freedom Committee is to prevent 
infringement of intellectual freedom as guaranteed by the United States 
Constitution and in the Library Bill of Rights of the American Library 
Association. The goals of The Intellectual Freedom Committee are: 
To foster an understanding and commitment to the principles of 
intellectual freedom; 
To promote and extend the principle that the individual has a right 
to information; 
To promote and extend the principle that it is the responsibility of 
each individual to determine for him/herself what he/she will read, see, or 
hear; 
To promote and extend the principle that it is the responsibility of 
librarians to make accessible the widest possible variety of materials, 
information, and ideas. It is a continuing professional obligation of 
librarians to give the highest priority to the freedom of inquiry. 
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DEALING WITH COMPLAINTS ABOUT RESOURCES 
All libraries are pressured from groups and individuals who wish to use 
the library as an instrument of their own tastes and views. When a 
confrontation with an individual or pressure group does occur, take one or 
more of the steps listed below: 
1. Listen calmly and courteously to the complaint and advise the 
complainant of the library's procedure for reconsideration of materials. 
Don't confuse noise with substance. Handle the complaint according to 
established rules. Treat the group or individual with dignity and courtesy. 
2. Take immediate steps to notify the administration and/or the 
governing authority (library board, etc.) of the complaint and assure them 
that the library's procedures are being followed. Present full, written 
information giving the nature of the complaint and identify the source. 
3. When appropriate, seek the support of the local media. Freedom to 
read and freedom of the press go hand in hand. 
4. When appropriate, inform local civic organizations of the facts and 
enlist their support. Meet negative pressure with positive pressure. 
5. Defend the prjncjple of •ha freedom to read as a professional 
responsibility. Only rarely is it necessary to defend the individual item. 
Laws governing obscenity, subversive material, and other questionable 
matter are subject to interpretation by courts. Library materials found to 
meet the standards set in the selection policy should not be removed from 
public access until after an adversary hearing which results in a final 
judicial determination. 
6. Contact a member of the MLA/MEMA Intellectual Freedom 
Committee to inform them of the complaint and to enlist their support. 
Even though censorship must be fought at the local level, there is value in 
the support and assistance of agencies outside the region. They can often 
cite parallel cases and suggest methods of meeting an attack. 
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THE BEST OFFENSE IS BEING PREPARED 
Intellectual freedom may be challenged at any time. Quick, effective 
action is crucial in meeting these censorship challenges. Successful 
management of censorship incidents is not possible without advance 
planning and preparation. As normal operating procedure, each library 
should: 
I. MAINTAIN CURRENT POUCIES AND PROCEDURES. 
These should include collection development policies, meeting room 
use policies, exhibition space policies, etc. These should be in written 
form, approved by the appropriate governing authority, and accessible to 
staff and patrons, upon request. 
2. MAINTAIN A WRITTEN METHOD FOR HANDLING COMPLAINTS. 
These procedures should be approved by the appropriate governing 
authority. Each staff member should be aware of the location of the 
procedures and should have a thorough knowledge of them. The complaint 
must be filed in writing and be properly identified before action is taken. 
A decision should be deferred until the case is fully considered by an 
appropriate administrative authority. (A sample form is included on page 
19.) 
3. CONDUCT PERIODIC WORKSHOPS. 
Acquaint staff, administration and the governing authority with the 
collection development policy and the method for handling complaints. 
4. MAINTAIN LINES OF COMMUNICATIONS WITH CIVIC, 
RELIGIOUS, EDUCATIONAL AND POLITICAL BODIES OF THE 
COMMUNITY. 
Library Board and staff participation in local civic organizations 
should emphasize the library's selection process and intellectual freedom 
principles. 
5. MAINTAIN A VIGOROUS PUBLIC RELATIONS PROGRAM ON 
BEHALF OF INTELLECTUAL FREEDOM. 
Public relations is an ongoing part of the management function. A 
good public relations program is imperative for the continued growth of 
library services. It also keeps the community aware of the library's 
responsibilities for intellectual freedom. Libraries must commit 
personnel time and budgetary support to maintain an ongoing public 
relations program 
6. MAINTAIN FAMILIARITY WITH LOCAL MUNICIPAL AND STATE 
LEGISLATION PERTAINING TO INTELLECTUAL FREEDOM AND FIRST 
AMENDMENT RIGHTS. 
5 
MATERIALS SELECTION POUCIES: GUIDELINES FOR LIBRARIES 
An effective materials selection policy should contain these basic points, 
with the specific content tailored to the needs of the individual library. 
I. /DENT/FICA TION OF USERS 
The specific community, be it a city, education institution or 
corporation, should be described. Users should be defined as to number, 
social characteristics, educational level, age, and any other factors 
significant to library service. Their potential use of the library should be 
indicated. 
2. OBJECTIVES OF MATERIALS COLLECTION 
This statement should show in general the user needs which the 
library hopes to meet. For example, I) for a public library, the collection 
might be intended for general enjoyment and enrichment; 2) for a school or 
college library, the objectives might be to support the curriculum and 
supply professional literature for teachers; 3) for a special library, the 
objectives might be to provide a comprehensive research collection in a 
special subject area for a group of users with striking common needs. 
3. CRITERIA FOR SELECTION 
This statement should describe specific criteria by which materials 
are chosen to fulfill the library's objectives. It should show the need for 
selectivity, give general standards of quality, and reflect criteria 
associated with the library's particular objectives. Availability of other 
information sources in the community as a factor in selection, should be 
indicated. If desired, criteria for selection of particular categories of 
materials or subjects may be included: for example, standards for 
audiovisual materials or fiction, or the scope of a special collection. 
Conditions for acceptance of gifts should be included also. 
4. LEGAL AUTHORITY AND RESPONSIBILITY FOR SELECTION 
This statement should identify the governing body which has legal 
authority, but which usually confines itself to policy, and should show 
how the responsibility for selection is delegated within the library. If 
qualified non-library personnel such as teachers or other specialists play 
an important part in selection, this also should be clearly stated. 
Recommendation for purchase by all users and all library staff members 
should be specifically invited, with the provision that the recommended 
materials will be judged according to established standards of selection. 
Provision for reconsideration of selection decisions should be included 
with indication of procedures to be followed. 
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5. STATEMENT OF FREEDOM TO READ 
A positive statement of the need for free access to information and 
divergent ideas and opinions should be part of the policy. Disavowal of 
potential controversy as a factor in selection should be included. Though 
each library may wish to state this in its own terms, the statement 
should be supported by the basic documents on the Freedom to Read. The 
texts of these might be reproduced as an appendix, with references from 
the main body. Or, the main body could include one or two, such as the 
Library Bill of Rights, and Free Access to Libraries for Minors. Reference 
might also be made to the A.L.A. Office for Intellectual Freedom as a 
source of continuing information and assistance. 
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REQUEST FOR RECONSIDERATION OF MATERIALS 
Author ___________________________________________________ _ 
Title 
-------------------------------------------------------Publisher (if known) ____________________________________ _ 
Request Initiated By ___________________________ _ 
Telephone _______ _ Address __________________ __ 
City __________________ Zip Code ______ _ 
Complainant Represents 
himself/herself 
__ (name organization) _______________________ _ 
__ (identify other group) __________________ _ 
I. To what do you object? (Please be specific; cite pages.) 
2. What do you feel might be the result of having access to this material? 
3. For what age group would you recommend this material? ____ _ 
4. Is there anything good about it? ______________________ _ 
5. Did you read or hear the entire work? What parts? ____ _ 
6. Are you aware of the judgment of this material by literary critics?_ 
7. What do you believe is its theme ? _____________________ _ 
8. What would you like the library to do about this material? ____ _ 
9. In its place, what item of equal quality would you recommend that 
would convey an appropriate perspective of the topic? _____ __ 
Date 
--------
signature of Complainant ____________________________ _ 
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INTELLECTUAL FREEDOM COMMIITEE PROCEDURES 
Any contact with the Intellectual Freedom Committee, be it reporting, 
asking questions, or requesting assistance will be considered confidential. 
At each stage, the Committee Chair will request permission from the 
person initiating the action, before others are brought into the process. 
A. REPORTING INCIDENTS AND REQUESTING ASSISTANCE 
Generally situations concerning intellectual freedom are either a 
complaint about material(s) in a collection or a specific attempt to have 
an item removed from the collection. 
The Committee believes that reports about complaints (even if there 
was no serious attempt to remove the item) are needed by the rest of the 
Maine library community because: it will alert others concerning 
potentially controversial material(s); and the method used to prevent a 
formal attempt to remove material(s) could be helpful to others. 
The Committee urges that all libraries submit an Incident Report 
Form to the Chairperson of the Intellectual Freedom Committee (name and 
address in each issue of Downeast Libraries and Medjacy) for each incident. 
The form is at the end of this section. 
B. ASKING QUESTIONS 
Members of the Intellectual Freedom Committee are available to 
answer questions from library staff and decision makers whenever they 
might arise. Such questions might include: 
- Do I have a potential censorship/intellectual freedom incident 
occuring? 
- What groups/individuals are available to assist? 
- How have others handled this type of situation? 
- Why do I need a collection development policy? 
A Committee member will follow-up either with a telephone call to 
you, a letter, a visit, and WITH YOUR PERMISSION may talk to other 
appropriate groups/individuals. 
C. REQUESTING ASSISTANCE 
To request assistance, the following form should be sent to the 
Intellectual Freedom Committee Chair (name and address in every issue of 
Down east Ljbrarjes and Med jacy). The Chairperson will contact the 
initiator immediately to clarify and obtain permission to proceed. 
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The full Committee will review the situation. It will then take one of 
the following actions: 
I. Determine that it is not a matter appropriate to the Committee and so 
advise the initiator. 
2. Determine a course of action that will be recommended to the Maine 
Library Association Executive Committee or MEMA Executive Board. 
The recommendation could be any of the following: 
a. Request for an investigation _ team 
b. Request for a formal written position statement which can 
be used by the initiator 
c. Request for written or verbal testimony 
3. Determine that additional assistance is needed from a group such as 
the American Library Association and participate in bringing such a 
group into the situation. 
I. LIBRARY 
Name 
INCIDENT REPORT FORM 
------------------------------------------------Address 
----------------------------------------------City _________________________ Zip Code _____________ _ 
County Type of library ___________ _ 
Phone 
---------------------2. LIBRARIAN SUBMITTING FORM 
Name ______________________________________________ __ 
Phone (Work) (Home) _________________ _ 
3. IS THERE A SELECTION POLICY IN PLACE? _________ _ 
4. PERSON(S) WHO WILL MAKE THE FINAL DECISION 
Name ______________________________________________ __ 
Title ___________________________________ _ 
Address _______________________ Phone _______________ _ 
5. ITEM ITSELF 
book periodical __ record __ audiocassette __ 
videocassette film other 
----------------Title _____________________________________________ _ 
Author/Producer ___________________________________ _ 
Publisher Date 
-------------
6. WHAT IS THE NATURE OF THE COMPLAINT? Attach a copy of the 
complaint form, if possible. 
7. FINAL DECISION AND ACTION TAKEN. 
Mail to: Chair, MLA-MEMA Intellectual Freedom Committee, c/o Maine 
Municipal Association, Community Drive, Augusta, Maine 04330 
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AMENDMENTS TO THE UNITED STATES 
CONSTITUTION 
AMENDMENT I 
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion. 
or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of 
speech. or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble. 
and to petition the Government for a redress of grievance. 
AMENDMENT 14 
Section I. All persons born or naturalized in the United States. and 
subject to the jurisdiction thereof. are citizens of the United States and of 
the State wherein they reside. No State shall make or enforce any law 
which shall abridge the privileges or immunities of citizens of the United 
States; nor shall any State deprive any person of life. liberty or property. 
without due process of law; nor deny to any person within its jurisdiction 
the equal protection of the laws. 
THE FREEDOM TO READ 
The freedom to read is essential to our democracy. It is continuously 
under attack. Private groups and public authorities in various parts of 
the country are working to remove books from sale. to censor textbooks. 
to label "controversial" books. to distribute lists of "objectionable" 
books or authors and to purge libraries. These actions apparently rise 
from a view that our national tradition or free expression is no longer 
valid. that censorship and ~uppression are needed to avoid the subversion 
of politics and the corruption of morals. We. as citizens devoted to the 
use of books and as librarians and publishers responsible for dissemi-
nating them. wish to assert the public interest in the preservation of the 
freedom to read. 
We are deeply concerned about these attempts at suppression. Most 
such attempts rest on a denial of the fundamental premise of democracy; 
that the ordinary citizen. by .exercising his criticar judgment. will accept 
the good and reject the bad. The censors. public and private. assume that 
they should determine what is good and what is bad for their fellow-citi-
zens. 
We trust Americans to recognize propaganda. and to reject it. We do not 
believe they need the help of censors to assist them in this task. We 
do not believe they are prepared to sacrifice their heritage of a free press 
in order to be "protected" against what others think may be bad for them. 
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We believe they still favor free enterprise in ideas and expression. 
We are aware, of course, that books are not alone in being subjected to 
efforts at suppression. We are aware that these efforts are related to a 
larger pattern of pressures being brought against education, the press, 
films, radio and television. The problem is not only one of actual cen-
sorship. The shadow of fear cast by these pressures leads, we suspect, to 
an even larger voluntary curtailment of expression by those who seek to 
avoid controversy. 
Such pressure toward conformity is perhaps natural to a time of 
uneasy change and pervading fear. Especially when so many of our 
apprehensions are directed against an ideology, the expression of a 
dissident idea becomes a thing feared in itself, and we tend to move 
against it as against a hostile deed, with suppression. 
And yet suppression is never more dangerous than in such a time of 
social tension. Freedom has given the United States the elasticity to 
endure strain. Freedom keeps open the path of novel and creative solutions, 
and enables change to come by choice. Every silencing of a heresy, every 
enforcement of an orthodoxy, diminishes the toughness and resilience of 
our society and leaves it the less able to deal with stress. 
Now as always in our history. books are among our greatest 
instruments of freedom. They are almost the only means for making 
generally available ideas or manners of expression that can initially 
command only a small audience. They are the natural medium for the new 
idea and the untried voice from which come the original contributions to 
social growth. They are essential to the extended discussion which serious 
thought requires, and to the accumulation of knowledge and ideas into 
organized collection. 
We believe that free communication is essential to the preservation 
of a free society and a creative culture. We believe that these pressures 
towards conformity present the danger of limiting the range of variety of 
inquiry and expression on which our democracy and our culture depend. We 
believe that every American community must jealously guard the freedom 
to publish and to circulate, in order to preserve its own freedom to read. 
We believe that publishers and librarians have a profound responsibility to 
give validity to that freedom to read by making it possible for the readers 
to choose freely from a variety of offerings. 
The freedom to read is guaranteed by the Constitution. Those with 
faith in free men will stand firm on these constitutional guarantees of 
essential rights and will exercise the responsibilities that accompany 
these rights. 
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We therefore affirm these propositions: 
I. It is in the public interest for publishers and librarians to make 
available the widest diversity of views and expressions, including 
those which are unorthodox or unpopular with the majority. Creative 
thought is by definition new, and what is new is different. The bearer of 
every new thought is a rebel until his idea is refined and tested. 
Totalitarian systems attempt to maintain themselves in power by the 
ruthless suppression of any concept which challenges the established 
orthodoxy. The power of a democratic system to adapt to change is vastly 
strengthened by the freedom of its citizens to choose widely from among 
conflicting opinions offered freely to them. To stifle every nonconform-
ist idea at birth would mark the end of the democratic process. Further-
more, only through the constant activity of weighing and selecting can 
the democratic mind attain the strength demanded by times like these. We 
need to know not only what we believe but why we believe it. 
2. Publishers, librarians and booksellers do not need to endorse every 
idea or presentation contained in the books they make available. It 
would conflict with the public interest for them to establish their own 
political, moral or aesthetic views as a standard for determining what 
books should be published or circulated. 
Publishers and librarians serve the educational process, helping to 
make available knowledge and ideas required for the growth of the mind 
and the increase of learning. They do not foster education by imposing as 
mentors the patterns of their own thought. The people should have the 
freedom to read and consider a broader range of ideas than those that may 
be held by any single librarian or publisher or government or church. It is 
wrong that what one man can read should be confined to what another 
thinks proper. 
3. It is contrary to the public interest for publishers or librarians to 
determine the acceptability of a book on the basis of the personal history 
or political affiliations of the author. A book should be judged as a book. 
No art or literature can flourish if is to be measured by the political views 
or private lives of its creators. No society of free men can flourish which 
draws up lists of writers to whom it will not listen whatever they may 
have to say. 
4. There is no place in our society for efforts to co-erce the taste of 
others, to confine adults to the reading matter deemed suitable for 
adolescents, or to inhibit the efforts of writers to achieve artistic 
expression. To some, much of modern literature is shocking. But is not 
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much of life itseH shocking? We cut off literature at the source if we 
prevent writers from dealing with the stuff of life. Parents and teachers 
have a responsibility to prepare the young to meet the diversity of 
experiences in life to which they will be exposed, as they have a 
responsibility to help them learn to think critically for themselves. These 
are affirmative responsibilities, not to be discharged simply by preventing 
them from reading works for which they are not yet prepared. In these 
matters taste differs, and taste cannot be legislated; nor can machinery be 
devised which will suit the demands of one group without limiting the 
freedom of others. 
5. It is not in the public interest to force a reader to accept with any 
book the prejudgment of a label characterizing the book or author as 
subversive or dangerous. The idea of labeling presupposes the existence of 
individuals or groups with wisdom to determine by authority what is good 
or bad for the citizen. It presupposes that each individual must be directed 
in making up his mind about the ideas he examines. But Americans do not 
need others to do their thinking for them. 
6. It is the responsibility of publishers and librarians, as guardians 
of the people's freedom to read, to contest encroachments upon that 
freedom by individuals or groups seeking to impose their own standards or 
tastes upon the community at large. It is inevitable in the give and take of 
the democratic process that the political, the moral, or the aesthetic 
concepts of an individual or group will occasionally collide with those of 
another individual or group. In a free society each individual is free to 
determine for himself what he wishes to read, and each group is free to 
determine what it will recommend to its freely associated members. But 
no group has the right to take the law into its own hands, and to impose its 
own concept of politics or morality upon others members of a democratic 
society. Freedom is no freedom if it is accorded only to the accepted and 
the inoffensive. 
7. It is the responsibility of publishers and librarians to give full 
meaning to the freedom to read by providing books that enrich the 
quality and diversity of thought and expression. By the exercise of 
this affirmative responsibility, bookmen can demonstrate that the answer 
to a bad book is a good one, the answer to a bad idea is a good one. The 
freedom to read is of little consequence when expended on the trivial; 
it is frustrated when the reader cannot obtain matter for his purpose. 
What is needed is not only the absence of restraint, but the positive 
provision of opportunity for the people to read the best that has been 
thought and said. Books are the major channel by which the intellectual 
inheritance is handed down, and the principal means of its testing and 
growth. 
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The defense of their freedom and integrity, and the enlargement of their 
service to their society, requires of all bookmen the utmost of their 
faculties, and deserves the fullest support of all citizens. 
We state these propositions neither lightly nor as easy generaliza-
tions. We here stake out a lofty claim for the value of the book. We do 
so because we believe that they are good, possessed of enormous variety 
and usefulness, worthy of cherishing and keeping free. We realize that the 
applications of these propositions may mean the dissemination of ideas 
and manners of expression that are repugnant to many persons. We do not 
state these propositions in the comfortable belief that what people read is 
unimportant. We believe rather that what people read is deeply important, 
that ideas can be dangerous; but that the suppression of ideas is fatal to a 
democratic society. Freedom itself is a dangerous way of life, but it is 
ours. 
A Joint Statement by: 
American Library Association and Association of American 
Publishers 
Subsequently Endorsed by: 
American Booksellers Association , American Civil Liberties 
Union, American Federation of Teachers A F L- C I 0, 
Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith, Association of American 
University Presses, Bureau of Independent Publishers and 
Distributors, Children's Book Council, Freedom of Information 
Center, Freedom to Read Foundation, Magazine Publishers 
Association, Motion Picture Association of America , National 
Association of College Stores, National Book Committee, 
National Council of Negro Women, National Council of Teachers 
of English, National Library Week Program, National Board of the 
Young Women's Christian Association of the U.S.A. ,P.E.N.-
American Center , Periodical and Book Association of America, 
Sex Information & Education Council of the U.S., Women's 
National Book Association . 
Reprinted by permission of the American Library 
Association. 
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LIBRARY BILL OF RIGHTS 
The American Library Association affirms that all libraries are 
forums for information and ideas, and that the following basic policies 
should guide their services. 
I. Books and other library resources should be provided for the interest, 
information, and enlightenment of all people of the community the library 
serves. Materials should not be excluded because of their origin, back-
ground, or views of those contributing to their creation. 
2. Libraries should provide materials and information presenting all 
points of view on current and historical issues. Materials should not be 
proscribed or removed because of partisan or doctrinal disapproval. 
3. Libraries should challenge censorship in the fulfillment of their 
responsibility to provide information and enlightenment. 
4. Libraries should cooperate with all persons and groups concerned with 
resisting abridgement of free expression and free access to ideas. 
5. A person's right to use a library should not be denied or abridged 
because of origin, age, background, or views. 
6. Libraries which make available exhibit spaces and meeting rooms to 
the public they serve should make such facilities available on an equitable 
basis. regardless of the beliefs or affiliations of individuals or groups 
requesting their use. 
Reprinted by permission of the American Library Association. 
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MAINE LAWS RELEVANT TO INTELLECTUAL FREEDOM 
27 MRSA 121: 
Confidentiality of library records 
Records maintained by any public municipal library, including the 
Maine State Library, which contain information relating to the identity of a 
library patron relative to the patron's use of books or other materials at 
the library, shall be confidential. Those records may only be released with 
the express written permission of the patron involved or as the result of a 
court order. 
Public municipal libraries shall have up to 5 years from the effective 
date of this chapter to be in compliance with this section. 
1938, c.208. 
Library References Records 54. C.J.S. Records 36. 
17 MRSA 2911: 
Dissemination of obscene matter to minors 
Definitions. As used in this section, unless the context indicates 
other-wise, the following words shall have the following meanings. 
"Distribute" means to transfer possession, whether with or without 
consideration. 
"Exhibit" means to display for viewing by the public. 
"Matter" means any printed or written material, any picture, 
photograph or other visual representation, excluding motion pictures. 
"Obscene matter" means matter which: 
(I) To the average individual, applying contemporary community 
standards with respect to .what is suitable material for minors, considered 
as a whole, appeals to the prurient interest; 
(2) Depicts or describes, in a patently offensive manner, ultimate 
sexual acts, excretory functions, masturbation or lewd exhibition of the 
genitals; and 
(3) Considered as a whole, lacks serious literary, artistic, political 
or scientific value. 
General rule. A person is guilty of disseminating obscene matter to a 
minor if he knowingly distributes, or exhibits or offers to distribute or 
exhibit to a minor, any obscene matter declared obscene, in an action to 
which he was a party, pursuant to subsection 3. 
This section shall not apply to any noncommercial distribution or 
exhibition for purely educational purposes by any library, art gallery, 
museum, public school, private school or institution of learning, not to any 
commercial distribution or exhibition by any art gallery or museum. 
It shall be a valid defense to any proceeding under this section that: 
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(I) The defendant was a parent or guardian of the minor; and 
(2) The distribution or exhibition is an attempt under paragraph A. 
Procedure for adjudicating obscenity. Whenever the Attorney General, 
or any district attorny, reasonably believes a person is disseminating to 
minors matter which is obscene, he may petition to the Superior Court to 
declare the matter obscene pursuant to Title 14, sections 5951 to 5963. 
The Attorney General or district attorney may join all persons he 
reasonably believes to be disseminating that matter to minors as parties 
to the action. The hearing on such petition shall be held not more than 10 
days from the filing of the petition. 
Trial on the issue of obscenity shall be by jury. 
Intervention by others disseminating the same matter shall be freely 
allowed. 
Determination by a court pursuant to this subsection that a matter is 
obscene shall not bar relitigation of that issue in a criminal prosecution 
under this section. 
Penalty. Disseminating obscene matter to a minor is a Class D crime. 
Library References C.J.S. Infants 5, 92, 93, 95 to 98 C.J.S. Obscenity 7 
17 MRSA 2912: 
Magazines containing obscene material on their covers not to be 
displayed to minors. 
Prohibition. No book, magazine or newspaper containing obscene 
material on its cover and offered for sale shall be displayed in a location 
accessible to minors unless the cover of that book, magazine or newspaper 
is covered with an opaque material sufficient to prevent the obscene 
material from being visible. 
Definitions. For purposes of this section, the following terms shall 
have the following meanings. 
"Minor" means any person who has not attained his 18th birthday. 
"Obscene material" means material which: 
(I) To the average individual applying contemporary community 
standards with respect to what is suitable material for minors, considered 
as a whole, appeals to prurient interests; 
(2) Depicts or describes in a patently offensive manner, human 
sexual intercourse, masturbation, sodomy, direct physical stimulation of 
un-clothed genitals, or flagellation or torture in the context or ultimate 
sex acts, or which emphasizes the lewd depiction of uncovered genitals; 
and 
(3) When considered as a whole, lacks serious literary, artistic, 
political or scientific value. 
Civil violation. Any person violating this section shall be subject to a 
forfeiture of not more than $250. 
Library References C.J. 5. Infants 5, 92, 93, 95 to 98 
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SAMPLE SELECTION POLICY 
Selection of Library Materials 
Library materials shall include all items, both print and non-print, of an 
instructional or recreational nature purchased for the libraries of the 
________ School Department. 
Objectives of Selection 
The School Committee recognizes that it is the primary 
objective of the library media centers in our schools to implement, enrich, 
and support the educational programs of the schools. It is the duty of the 
library media centers to provide a wide range of materials on all levels of 
difficulty, with diversity of appeal and the presentation of different 
points of view. 
To this end, the School Committee reaffirms the Bill of 
Rights for School Library Media Programs and asserts that the 
responsibility of the School Library Media Center is: 
To provide materials that will enrich and support the curriculum, 
taking into consideration the varied interests, abilities, and maturity 
levels of the students served. 
To provide materials that will stimulate growth in factual knowledge, 
literary appreciation, aesthetic values, and ethical standards. 
To provide a background of information which will enable students to 
make intelligent judgments in their daily life. 
To provide materials on opposing sides of controversial issues so that 
young citizens may develop under guidance the practice of critical 
analysis of all media. 
To provide materials representative of the many religious, ethnic, and 
cultural groups and their contribution to our American heritage. 
To place principle above personal opinion and reason above prejudice 
in selection of materials of the highest quality in order to assure a comp-
rehensive collection appropriate for the users of the library media center. 
In addition, the School Committee recognizes that the 
final authority as to what materials an individual student will be exposed 
rests with that student's parents or guardians. However, at no time will 
the wishes of one child's parent to restrict his/her reading or viewing of a 
particular item infringe on another parent's rights to permit their child to 
read or view the same material. 
Responsibility for the Selection of Library Materials 
The School Committee is legally responsible for all 
matters relating to the operation of the schools. The responsibility for the 
selection of instructional materials is delegated to the professionally 
trained personnel employed by the School Department. 
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Selection of materials for the library media centers involves many people; 
principals, teachers, department heads, students and community members. 
The responsibility for the coordination of the selection of library 
materials and the recommendation for purchase rests with the profession-
ally trained, certified library media people. 
Criteria for Selection 
The needs of the individual school based on knowledge of the curriculum 
and of the existing collection are given first consideration. 
Materials for purchase are considered on the following bases: overall 
purpose, timeliness of permanence, importance of the subject matter, 
quality of the writing/production, readability and popular appeal, authori-
tativeness, reputation of the publisher/producer, reputation and signi-
ficance of the author/artist composer/producer, etc., and format and price. 
Gift materials are judged by the same standards and are accepted or 
rejected by those standards. Multiple copies of outstanding and much in 
demand materials are purchased as needed. Worn or missing standard 
items are replaced periodically. Out-of-date or no longer useful materials 
are withdrawn from the collection. 
Procedures for Selection 
In selecting the materials for purchase, the library media center personnel 
evaluates the existing collection, consulting reputable, unbiased, 
professionally prepared selection aids and specialists from all 
departments and/or all grade levels. 
Whenever possible, purchase of non-print materials shall be done only 
after personal evaluation by the librarian/media specialists or other 
professional staff. Reviewing aids may be used in lieu of personal 
evaluation. Books and other print items should be purchased only if 
favorably reviewed in one or more of the selection aids or if they have 
been personally reviewed. 
Challenged Materials 
Despite the care taken to select materials for student and teacher use and 
the qualifications of the persons who select the materials, it is recognized 
that occasional objections may be raised by community members, students, 
or school staff. 
In the event a complaint is made the following procedures will apply: 
I. The complaint shall be heard first by the person providing the 
materials in question. 
2. The complainant shall be referred to the building principal and 
requested to fill out the •Request for Review of Library Materials• form. 
A copy of the form will be forwarded to the Superintendent of Schools. 
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3. The Superintendent shall appoint a committee composed of the 
following parsons to review the complaint: one principal at the 
appropriate grade level; one librarian/media specialist; one classroom 
teacher; the department head in the subject area of the challenged 
materials; one community member. 
4. The review committee shall: read and examine the materials 
referred to them; check general acceptance of the materials by reading 
reviews; weigh values and faults against each other and form opinions 
based on the material as a whole and not on passages or portions pulled out 
of context; meet to discuss the material and to prepare a written report on 
it. 
5. The report of the committee shall be forwarded to the 
Superintendent of Schools who will inform the complainant of the results. 
6. No materials shall be removed from use until the committee has 
made a final decision. 
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